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Going into college fall 2016, I had a very set idea
of what I wanted to do, I wanted to major in
Communications and Political Science. However,
during my first semester, so much happened both
in my personal and academic lives. Academically,
I decided Communication was not for me, and I
learned about WGS from my roommate who was
taking “Intro to WGS” and loved her coursework.
Personally, I met some amazing friends, a great 

How did you come to be interested in WGS,
and what memorable experiences with WGS
can you share with us?

I graduated December of 2018 and moved to Hawaii shortly after. Similarly to any other college
graduate, I was worried about finding a job. But I had an amazing opportunity to work for a Domestic
Violence legal nonprofit as a Teen Outreach Educator. My main job function was to teach middle and
high schoolers about teen dating violence and domestic abuse. I was also able to run all social media
accounts and completely overhaul the website. I felt completely comfortable teaching this subject and
learning more about this subject because of my WGS background. WGS taught me to view all
oppressions or issues that people face with empathy and understanding, which is exactly what is
needed when working with victims of domestic abuse. I now work for the Girl Scouts of Hawai’i,
where I am able to influence young girls to reach their full potential in this world, which is something
that I am so passionate about. I am also obtaining my MPAP and hope to work in government in
some capacity once I graduate in May of 2021.

What have you been doing since graduation, and what your aspirations are for the near
future?

partner, and then in November I was devastated by Hillary Clinton’s political loss. The day after the
2016 election I researched classes offered by WGS, and declared my major without ever even taking
a class. Every course that I took in WGS, I loved. Each one allowed me to learn from so many
professors in so many areas that I would not have been able to learn from without WGS. I found my
passions and was able to flourish in the program. Looking back about a year now since I graduated,
I cannot imagine my college experience without WGS, and I am so glad that I was able to be part of
the program.

The WGS program at CofC gave me life skills, amazing mentors, and numerous opportunities. From
the opportunity to write the Cities for CEDAW resolution that passed and was adopted in Charleston,
to meeting so many influential mentors who I still have contact with, to preparing me not only for my
personallife but for my career, this program shaped my future. I look at the world in a different way
and I think about everything, including personal decisions, career moves, and world events in a
different light. WGS taught me to be compassionate, selfless, a critical thinker, inquisitive, and to
always search for the best solution for everyone involved. For those reasons and many others, I am
forever grateful to WGS for teaching me things and providing me with opportunities that I did not
even expect to gain from college.

How did your major in WGS prepare you for your current position, and how do you find
yourself incorporating skills you learned in your WGS classes in your current life/career?

WGS ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT:

Kate was recently engaged to her long-time partner, Brandon Peralta! Congratulations, Kate!


